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Nuptial plumage of males and females is
identical.

LEGAL STATUS OF THE COMMON LOON

U. 5. Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service - no stalus

Bureau of Land Management M0 Slatis The plumage of immature loons is very similar

L. 5. Department of Agriculture : i : : to the basic plumage of adults in winter
Forest Service Region 6 et
Washington - sensitive
Oregon - no slatus

State of Washingion £
Department of Wildlife - Sensitive

Ideal loon nesting habitat
than 30 acres h both deep

exiensive shallows with emer

abundant small fish, and nest

State of Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife

peninsulas, or half-submerged

The circle dance is performed whenever two or
more loons meet. Circling and quick diving,
the loons make appeasement gestures by
keeping bills tilted down and white breasts
underwater.
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j Heavily built for deep diving, the loon requires

| along stretch of water for takeoff, and an
1 airspeed of over 60 mph. to remain airborne
|

During spring migration on the Oregon coasl,
confrontations occur now and then. Male loons
in the "vulture posture” maximize the
aggressive exhibition of white bre
linings, while giving the “yodel” calls that are
characteristic of the defense of nesting
tlerritories.

asts and wing

AP SYMBOLS
However, they carefully position

themselves to avoid directly fac ing their
apponents, perhaps thereby preventing physical
baltles and polential injuries 3

winter range

confirmed nesting since 1950
This study was fand
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Meount Hood National Forest it 2 e : 3 o : g : e ® b= : performing fantastic individual displays of
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possible nesting since 1950

- summer occurence since 1950

boundaries of b ding territories by arriving

together and already knowing each others
meltle?




