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ve.y little is
Loon (Gavia i mner )
i icrea;iiq r;poiis
llash i ngton, 0re qo n,
besj n or already be

Northrest Ecolo9jcal
Research Insti tute

Portland,0reqon 9 7229

knovn about the status of the Comfron
in the Pacjfjc orthrest. Howeve.,
of sunner sishtidss of Comnon Loois in
and California suggest thal they nay
iesting in areas of historical

Ihe legal status of the Comnon.Loon varies under the
different jurisdictions in th€ Pacific Northrest, confounded
by its dbundaice and ridespread range alonq the coast in
rinter, *hile qenerally considered ertirpated as a breeding
species in l{ a s h i n g t o n , 0 r e g o n , and C.lifornia, It is listed
as a Sensitive Species in Region 6 by the U.S. Forest
Servic€, and Region 1by the U.5. Fish and l,lildlife Servi.e.
Although it is protected as ronqafre vildlifer it 1s not spe-
cifically classified in ejth€r 0regon or California, but it
has beei p.oposed recently fo. Threatened listing by the
state of l,lashington. Ironically, if the bioiogical statos
of Conmon Loont i! fouid to be lnprovlngr with n€sting
dlscovered in 0.egon or Cdlifornia, its leg.l status would
decline frofl mer€ly Protected to Threaten€d or even
Endanqered in those stales.

uIsT0Rv

Early records of ihe occur.ence of connon Loons in the
Pacific North{est are rare. i4!nrois (1945) study jn the
Cdriboo Parklands of Brjtish Colunbia may be the only erten-
sive research on loons fron Alaska to C.lifornia. He
reported a spring concentrdtjon of loons on a large lake jn
southern British Col0mbia and nesting on nany of rhe takcsin thai region, Conmon Loons once nested in nany areas of
lashiigton, especially the northern and restern sections(J€,ett et al. i953). Gabrielson and Je,ett (1940) indj-
caled discontiiuous but *idespread sunherinq in 0regon! in
bo!1 l1e (d)."0e d'd aod\t Fdngeq, ds 4e ll a! r -oLthp.1
and souiheastern portiois of the state, with ndsting pre-
sumed but never conrjrned. |lcAllisler (pers. comm.) found a
nest uith 2 younq at l,Jaldo Lake in centrat 0regon in 194/.
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shinq lures. The proqnosls for rnnnsa 5eems to be very qood.

The su.veJ of Rlchard.nd flr<.hdnorrheasrern ;6.".--":";;:hi;:,;;':::. rle85r o' Iores in the
ol 2 ddracen, r.r",. r;;:;;:;:'h::!o'ded successfrr nesr3
or sieht,nss of ro";' ;;i"'-;i,:i.";;1,"""'"" orh'r rpnn'r<

to,"u".."._, la.es in rhe norLh.r;
observers rranr. p";,: ;;,;ll-;;i,1"': corrr.ned bv Lrd 4ed
Ders. cotrn.). rr;-;i;b;; ;;..:;;lii 3::;; i:";;.,1:i::::"".e![i, dre of roons hinrpr,rq on rhe Ud\hi;;;.;,.codst, brr .he 

-aber seeas ,o be rdrde; fl";;,;-;;;,, ",,cu/rentlJ avajtabte on numb".. .; i;-:risr'ire i;e"., o"r inii. ;;-: ;"i;"iy:1.,f:;::; ji,:3.i::"'.,
ll:il::nl3:":l''l::: Deoartmeni.ndr i;;'iLiqa!",; i;" ;;..
," u.;hi;;i;;";; ;;";: ;;i,;,,:",:i:ii:ill"':i :;*"" -""",,lcreasrn9 rrend in nestinq ii tn;. srate.
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roons seen jntand ln serinq ard itr breedins pluma9e (pers.
observ.. lsaacs. Nehls, pers. conn.).
|1onitorinq of sprinq activity in th€ Bull Run 1,la!e.shed will
be di scussed beloi.

s'qrt 1q. of Ioot r on rre\h"dra' ld d! 0' eoon t1
\rnne' ;re in'reouent brt po!\'b v i.croa\irq. No ""sts or
.hi.ks have been reoo.ted fron the state but, as in
k.3irnotor. knor'"dqeable obsetver\ a'e l"(t b.9inn'i9 1o
lool. 'lsd;(s (De r, (.nn,) obtal4ed !dnner !qtli.qs frol 5

Oreqol lale(. nost or "liLl. kdre ol brrds !t hari( p-rage
rrn; rhp sdJih€.n hdlf or !l'e srare, ["1]( (pers. (0...)
.eoorted loons in breedinq plunaqe Jodeliig on Siltcoos Lake
near the ceitral oregon coast for 3 vears 1960-62, and there
is rhe srro'o oo((loil'ty thd- [t.] 'p(t"d ll-e'e -he.. d,e
several .eceir s'ah!inq! ot Ioo's in Lree0 q pr I d9c in
sdnner fron the aull Run tlatershed i0 northern 0regon,
i cludinq d vo-d!
rrennedv: De '. (on1,, Sldver, pe's. Lonn. . l4' outloor
for roo;a ii oreoon is qood, vith nunber! probablv
in!.pdsinq aad r;e e\, r''"9 oo\('bil r Ihal di . t erider(e
of nestinq *ill be found soon,

Comnon Loons *inter along the full length of the
Callfornia coast, but io estinate of their nunber is
ivrltabte. A nearshore conm€rcirl fishery that uses

sis for loons in,inter is sood

To ijmna',2e. rhe (onno' loot poprldtlo' on 'he {e l

oood sqa0e a 3ri['sr Co u bid,
.;d nunbers .re o'obd0lj irL.pd(l'9 dr lea'r in 3- r'5h
r.1trmbia. udshi 'otor. dld orpcon, anrdlglenelr i, .oa1er-
. dl risi 1o oFa; s car(lrq sone _o,tdlirr ro wr'te'inq
ioons. brL ioe( be qrFir lv d 'e'rrng rrP oooula-
tion. l hdre oI reavy {'ni". ro lqll v
anwhere on the Paclfic coast. Loons currentlv breeding ii
th; Paciric Northve5t se€m to be inc.edsing their use of

rnrend€d. small lesh net\ l(,urren!lv rdusitg sigt liLdnt
ro.t.llti or spaoird5, a {err snar I oc ,enrage o' dhl(h are
loons {3ioin- schrltr, Pe \. .o".)
Leglsl;t'on io bp..actpd soon wl'l o'obablv.'educe thls
i,;bl.n. rnland siohtirq! or loors are'ai, v.onno. in
aprinq, olt .lso reqJla in (rrn"', o., r.,ins o((a' olallY
rlen i6utn or lono aake (Bailev, pers. conn ). sishtjnss
fron Eaole Lake and several in the llt. Lassen area are of
oa.trLuid. inre.esr be' ause o' 4 storical Ppo.ts o' loon
l".t.,r rt'"s. lales rBent l9lo). lhe ndrorrrv or llldnd
somner sightings ln Caljfornja are of loons ln,basjc plunaqe
rBairer.;ers,-,omn.). Alrloiqh tl-ere a.e 10 lronl reoorl\
,ir tooir nesLr o- (q!.(s 'ror cdlirorn a i'.ecatl vea.\r
th.re is the Dotential for th€i. discov€.y! and the progno-



n.rsh nest 5ites 1n .€spo^se ro hrmantne possrbr lltJ th.t ]oons are bealnii
;!iflll;,j11 may be ne5rinq in in(;ea;i

distu.b.nce. Th ere iqnq to nest aqajn tn
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f d e e 'ouI d be a rr'' he,
or trreir ro"cei ",""d;;s;;";;: ".' du rs'rne'( 'n this pa-!

::":;j"iiliiiji::il;r:;t,,:::":i::"i.":': !i;,t"3i,i"il3tit"
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lr,lr:.:iiii!r'iii,i.:iii'lfiil:il:iiisli::ij'r,;";::,'ir'""dno pdrrrcular tv dx.,ndoae or rhe ra.dest oi."g,;" iiii.ji,ill 'iy:p"'s n'e".tron.
f :;:1":.:,.::,:"::1.:a;i i_; i;;:,.;;."";"1;"i.::;:l:::li, :.._hunan use ror """"".r",.r iili'.Ji,ii";:i;j";:.i:li
IlETHODS

SJstenatjc obse.vatjdnr v..A Ir.tersh€d in t936, rlth t,rce;;;lin.r(i rhrou9h June in t9O6 and tqaista.ted in t9O/. ,r th

nitiated in the Butl Rtrnt visits fron the end of. rhe coastal porrjon of,eek /y visirs to



anoot Bay r.or nid-r'4arch into fidy. ldrk ot fJqding cur-
i,ii".'ltt iti","r oi the \tudv. connoi Lool',"'e censrsed
.".i.r' nisit ro eacl sitp, bur losr tire das spenl

"1."i" ^. lerravto.. Dirticjld.ir int.ract ors 0etn'en roonl

,n ooo,rton to the observations, habitat inprovenent
ordle.ts have bepn unde.tdken 'n the Su P rn darerched
.niin ,r'.,ta rnDrore conoilior\ ror loo' s. -uo tloatlqq
; . ' i . r a I f o . n s ; a t e bppn DIdc"d in onp or rre rese'voirs
H"ii i"ities o{ s!udeats iron !he carl l Gdbel Hrqh sLhool
l. p.iir""" t""e inD,oveo hab't.r at th.P" or tt' pords (o
r n r r ; : , p . v a i I d b 1 I i t v o{ snal I 'ish \pdHniig grav" beds
.n; ;;all rearina Dodl\ hdve been added ro 'rlei ard outlet
..i.-i- 1""' h;vi been olaced aroLnd t1e rho''s dld
i"""i"i 1"";.fts have been placed for hidins cover for
ii"ii_tl't i but could also serve as loon nest sitos'

Slll'iliARY OF PRtLll'IIIIARY RESULTS

lr Ihe Bu]l Rrn tat"rsled, o.lmdri v on rhe 2 lrrge5t-
rese.;or.s. {-li loons qere pr.sent oL, '19 April ard 14a, or
riii "ea.'. 

rlth Derk nurbers ln earlv ap'll rh"re Yas an
,-^,.:"r airrhrl<hnFnt and nalnl.n.n!e or d terrrtorv dt
ii!-iiiir,-i"ii oi tre uppe. Rese.voir ro.6-3 *eets rn ea(h
ii-,ii i!'r'r ";a... r; "est5 or ch c"s hdve oeen ooserved.
;"";;, i..". iu.rno.tune o. Julv vdrlous rndividJals
Jii.riiil i' it'" uateisheo durirq Ie84 and 1985 reoo/ted
.i""rri". "t the No.th ForL p.lr." In 1906, a oa'r Hds
ili.i""l l^ tndt sdne ar.. on ret.lv all vlsits betheeh the
ii.it "i c."tt and nid av. Lourt5hlp o. pre-cooulaiotv
ai."i""t. "s desc.ibed in -dte.nd Tate rI970)' SJorande'
i"o'roi"'i rtsZZr. and 14cllrv.p (l975l dere s'en ol I occa'
lii".'"i Lt" ;rih .ori l1 1e86, bur each titre tlr birdc
i,i' ""t "t "iec. copulation hts not oeen obse.vPd. In
i"ii icss'""a iqrir. aqoresstve inte'dctiors ber'een loons

"1." i"",ti.ir i,use""ii, as desL.i0ed rn sjor.ndp" and Asren
ii;,iu i "r,rii"i'".. iie/5), cu.rer and Goat/'nqer rle75, Ie78).
iii i"irri, iigigj. these int"'actions seeoeo ro be deren5e
ir''"1 riiir' ii.i te..,to.v. severar r'er!s ald rLlhins
;;";;""; '".". but ro r'odelrrs hds beel \€ard 0thPr
i i i i . " r 

" " " 
i i . I i , ha"e r;rt rh'i con"ol,atror.

iiiii!,iiir, ii"i aip;o".t'eo tha prpsuled boLrd.rv o' this
i"i.i..," rr,tle lrs"'rq t,ave freqderrl, bepn seen to assunp
i-;i.""."1a; o' "a".ie,i rprieh!' postu'"! o !o Preree uith
""r" tna treao above !dter, before 'etreaII1o
;;;'';;;.;;ii. ir'ese tvpi. o' behdvior ierP obse'v4d ir
idie,i". i D;ir was rn.e' dence, and a'\o in tesr' even
iii,.r' ""t" ; sjrorF loon 'afFtrdent there. Tr i5 'oor
,ii-ii"" i i o i . " . ' 

i y . o u ' t i 1 e a' i nad! u " roon ril ba5rc pru'

' i i " 
i 
- 

i t' 
" 

i ' i 
" ' 

i t 
" 

. i i. rhr iaLershed ro' onlv a "' ddvs a'i;;;'"; i;""; ana sev.-ar olre. pdi^ hi,e been obsF.ved
iii" iipii",iirJ;i;pravrns courtship or pair formation beha-



In Iillrnook Ba]. Z0-60 rodnr u...ald.Apri. or re6i.-;ii.'ir,!"r,ii;,"lt"il,iu3l"i::l il"ll: "".,"earrre\1.v1\it. No loons uere seen t" ,io_1"y. Looied9qr.aaIions o.5-a0 toors,"".,".n o..u,i""ir ry, 
_O,i

qererd y toons wera scartered at hroh trde, uitir'lon ride
i:l::1!-1!1"1: rr arpa5.or aeep vatei. ,ro;oope.a,ive -reediis dds obse.ved. No, i 
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'or F0re rhdl a reu se.ond,. an i n r e r a ; i i o ; s 
' 
; e r ; ' " ..a99ressive, ard end"d kitn borh ,o"., i"i"t"q 1,,. ai., or

th. only deeD uarer toor rurns peiio"irng soectac",a,, ina,-vrdual dl\pldvs of no rtsntiniJ dnd orher dqg,6rrrvF

,,...1t boi'r strdy \ire(, 'hedd to.sino,, (Tdre dnd TdIe
::,91..:::"?!'!1"!9 spverdr r,nA\. bI npve. rn rne conre^ror pre_.o0utdror/ disptay. In !he Bult Rr;,dtershedi it kds perfo.r€d oy non_reiiaenr r."", *"e"-ir,""
,ds pe.rorned by loons ,1en thev were app,oached by;ihe.roors, o. hhen frst^iro toon5 su;rdced nea- tlen. ilsud y tr,as periorned dhir- sq,mmjlc i*"i i,", i;e irn-ii riiil i, .
seened.to funciiol aj," 
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, k ,, , c h cour0 arso irpra.r its uie in.

-.- A dlsprdy not foJad in rhe tite.ature
botl^ stu0/ s,res. The tool suddenrr;,,jj!, ,,,

l!!l_bad, eoinrrnq !he head srraiehr up, Hirh jhe biiisdpeo oeFn vroery, thei saapoed bdct to a norldl posrure.rppeatpd 3_8,,,... ""..", r.;t"ir 6iii-i!i::!91!: rhi: "eao.ne' d,spt.y ,,; o;ie.,ed in ieverar'-ror e^dnpte,,,,en z or ],,,r,i"e i"o"i-iiir"""a
iearby, rhen the sinole, resjdent todnrerrito.y bodnodry, i";'-h;; ;i;" ;;i; i::,";ll:'l:.:"..,""rhe bourdal virn dnorh.. toon i"o,ly.- Onry tl:9".1" b":1 seel siurnq rhe saprne d,sprdy on d,/ oneo,i rory iqq"es","ne seir,;,!.-
DISCUSSION

. The tjmr19. distrrorrion, ard behavror of Conmon Loo.sberkepn Tr ltaroor Ba/ and rhe Bul I R;n 'ri'e.shed. arrlouqh oo,e.varror\ oiqu" r" i.iii,ooi g"yd.rer the toor) we,e. dlreddy ore"ent; toon nu,l"." appei" torhere thdl in the u,!e.ahed. r",rri.,i6i-i.ilrool drsrributton kds .d1dont, hrqh ride andcon."ntrdted by rfe ar'dildb iry o. aeep,,ter ,t to" iioe.rr co4trast, ia i\e BLt.Run Uaier,he0. l o, 2,oo1s sho,;;
a , n a r r e d . r f r I n 

' 
r y +o. r .red, r"e n"i,ri ro,. ;",;l;;.;,'""rooas avoideo ,r ". k.e ".","d """t i;ror pe.solot spdce o. of a -empo.,., rr;hinoto be |"e ror iear,on ro- arr iirieriiL,i"l '



observed ii sprjng in Tillamook
!.t ers h ed, horever, defense (or
l.rae territory, dnd courtshjp
be ihe predorlnant notlvallons.

Bay. II the Bull Run
avoi dance ) of a specific,

or p.jr formatior seemed to

I'ta'orei.ar'on is spe(L arre" rlril I ha{e !.'ried oLl
fLrtna. obs€'vdt'oas and coroa'i\or of b"hdrlor :1 ihe BLll
Run lata.shed with concurrent behavior at knoun nesting
lakes in southe.n gritish Columbia, Nevertheless, it seens
oo((ibrp rhat altelpied e<trnq cou d have been tl. ultlndte
nntivdtidn ror behd!ior o0se,v,d i. re 3L I qLn !at"rshed.
0n the other hand. it is hiqhlv probable that use of
Iillanook Say was larsely for restinq dnd feedirg during
individual or qroup miqralion to breediig lakes, {ith lesser
use fo. feedinq b] inmature loon5 that would spend the
sunne. on the coast. {heiher th€ sequentjal, individutl
displays of aqaressioi seen on one occaslon at TillamooI Bav
shdild be iitaioreted as reledse of tenslon in a confln€d
slluotio,. o. d \Dldy !o ' p.esr prospecr r!e rrtes lor ot5er
nales mlo;dr,.o n.srrlq lal.sj, o. mp.ery dn
ercec\ oi horrale. or d sprinq drtP.nool, is
jecture.

CONCLUSION

Increasing n0nbers of sprlng and summer siqhtings of
loons and jncreasinq idter€st in the status of loons are
encour.ajnq survers, re5earch, aid mandgef,ent jn the Pnclfic
r{orthre;t. L!ke survevs have been initiated ln parts of
o.,qo. a"d la\hinqton, hr!h 21esrs founo so ra', -db rdt
'Fpiov"' "rr p.olectq 'ed oJt or d'e oldnned
lor seve.al a,eas r botf 0'aqo1 dnd l,l.qhir9lor.
Investjaation of sprlnq distribution and behavior in
10.rr-e.4 o.eqo1 hds begul uith .esulrs indi-
ca!i1q ootertrdl resttnq ln I !tudy area,

It is litely that the creation of numerous. large
reservoirs and fjsh stockins of these and hisher el.vation
lakes nay be sohe of the reasons for increasdd spring and
sunm€. sightings of loons in 0reqon and {ashin9ton.
rlu.ludtion. in hdter level. rPservoirs na,/
have ddterred loois fron successfully utilizing the new
hdbitat for nesting, in rhich case a nore ridespread proqran
of floating nest platforh placement nay be appropriate.

A re€stablished pooulatioi of conmon Loois nestjng in
rd\iinqron, Orcqo, dnd pocsibly 10.lie.a Ldlrro.nra LoLld
re.ve;n mDo.tdlr oac.up rr4(l or i_ a1_i.ipared increa(es
in enerqy, nineral, and othe. develo!frent in Alaska resultjn lo5s of current breediig areas. Continuing problens of
pest'.rdes a-d elranql.nelt ir colnercial t sl rnq 9ed'. drd
thp in(red5'1q rhreat ol d.id ail and lercLrv ir thp
eastern United Stdtes and Canada nake it imperative that



Ioo's bp.oroIecred. nanaged. drd en(orrdg.o ra d paris o!drere aoo'opriare D.ee0'rs hob,rar prlsi5,
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