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Altholgh early lecords are Loons (cavia inner)
apparentry nested in $ashlngtoh, o!eqonr and northeln califo!nia
(Bent, 1919; Jeuett et €1., 1953).
Hunan dlstu!bancer habttat alteratlon, pest-ictdes.
In connelctal flEhlng gea! vere plobably naJar factols in the
extlrpatton a bteedlng specle€
the 1950s {cor*!an, 19gS ) . Recent r€po!ts lndrcate the po3etblltty

neBttn9 ar€as (trashinston Nonqdne
Divi5ion data base; North cascades Natlonal Park I{irdlife
Bio109i5t, pe!3, conn.; co!k!anr 1933), Docunehtation of loon
nestlng tn olegon courd be lsed to chanse the speciesileqal status
in the 6tate. baking it eltglble ror state funding to! protective

The objectives of the present study are 1) to determine
vheth€! connon L,oons ale attenpttng to ne6t agaln in oreqon. 2) to
identify locations o! habitats tnpoltant to roons for pai!
fo!nation, nl9ration stopoverEr o! posslble future nestinq" and 3)
to develop !econnendattons for conse!vation and nanagenent of loons

Phase 1 - Due to lack of funillng, nade of spling
niglatton on the noltheln oregon coast, fev incidental

and sDnn€r obseivation
Loons ln the I.{t. Hood National
noithern o.eqon {Fiqule 1). Dulinq aprrl and May,



the perlod Loons vere present tn both 1935 and 1947. 14 days ve!e
spent censuslns the reserwoirs fron the sane ob3ervatton points
used i. previous years. at each polntr aIr vtslble vate! tas
scanned sevelal tlnes vith 10x btnoculals o! 20x spottinq scope.
Locatlons ald novenents of loons were protted on ltne oapsr and

acttvttyr vocalizations. and Interacttons betveen loons were

descrtbed, stnce loons r€halned ln the vatershed afte! the end of
Hay, an adaltlonal Epent dullnq the sunne! and earlt

nev floatlns nest platlorns vere bu!1t tn 1933.

Existils platforns in the Bull Run {atershed uere repalred. and

additlonal na.sh vegetatlon vas duq up nea.by
had been st.anded ehen the (eselvol13 vere dlavn

dorn late tn 193?.
Phase 4 Potential nesttng lakes on the oleson

Range vere surveyed, concentrated on lakes
vhele sunner loon srshtlngs had been leported, and on lakes that
are croseal to publtc access and seldon wisited
(Frgure 1). A total of 24 days vas 3pent during June, Julyr and

ea!ly Auqust. I.lany ol the large! la*es that could be reached by
ca! rere surveyed by canoe, Renoter nountain lakes lere reached by
day hikinq or backpacking. open rater aleas rere Ecanned several
ttnes, and shorelines. pe!tneterB of tstand3r and narshy areas eere
sealched for nests or juwenire rere naite by canoe,
on foot, or by scannins rtth binoculars and 3potting scope. B!tef
itescliptions of the habltat
as3oclated vith loon nesting in published reports (l4un!o. 19.4s,

olson and ra.shallr 1952j Jevett ef al,? 1953; ve!nee!, 1973;
Mcrntyre, 19?5; Rean, 1976; A1vo. 1931; Mcrntyre, 1933).

brottc att!lbutes of lakes surveyed rere obtai.ed
or oreqon Lakes (Johnson. et al., 1935), u. s,

ceolosicar surwet naps, panphlets published by the olegon
Fish and {t1d1ife, anal inforndtion flon the Natural

Resources Depa!tnent of the confederated T!ibes of the ryarn sp!inqs
Rese!vatton, oi vere estinated fron naps a.d observations. Lakes
that vete surveyed rere rated by thetr confornance to publlshed
desc!tpttons of loon nestinq habitat, i. particula! the



avat1abl1lty ot sultable ne5t sltes (131ands, pehtn3ula6' natshes,
gentte o! moderate shores tith ovethanglng branches), chick rearlnq
o! nu!se!y hab!tat (sha11ov, nar3hy a!eas. p!otected bays), dnd an
adequate prey base, Based on pubrtshed reports/ Rapsr ou. habttat

observations, and data !roE othe! individuals, the
rakes vere then rated a5 to thei! potentidl use for nesting by

!e-B!!-e!!Es__:!$c__Bu!I !!!r !Et€!5b!E - rhe earltest 6plins
allival date of loons into could not be deternined
fo! 19 33, silce

al!eady present \
observed peaked on Aprtt t9 vhen 9 loons vere seen, uhtch 16

both 1936 (at teast 3 on Ap!t1 16) and 193? (6
13). Eovever,

(1906) or May 29 tt93?). 1n 19Sg 2 or
6eeh on evely vlsit throughout the sunner. Table 1

6hovs the nuhber6. locatton6. plunagesl
seen ln the each vtslt in 1933,

Ftgules 2 and 3 ale conpostte maps ot locations
stghtlnqs ln 19SS on the uppe! and llover
plevious years, loons rere seen in sprins most connonly on the 2

'ith inf.equent 3u1l Run Late. Ilso
consistent with previous data uas the observation that loon use of
the Lower Reservoi! was sorely lor feeding and lesttng, vh11e loon
use of the Upper Reservotr folloeed the sane pledl.tabre pattern
notlced by caslal observattons in the sprinqs of 1934 and 1935, and
descrlbed rh aur leportE 1937. pair behavio! (swinninq
closely pa!arrel or torlovtn9r synch!onized
p!eenrnq. frequent hoots) vas no6t often observed

logboon, o! belov the loqboon
cleek (see nap, F19u!e 2) , A sln9Le looh
crutsinq betueen the loqboon cleek, occasionally tn

assiessive interacttons betreen Ioons
(on1y 2 instances in 1933) occurled in the vicinity oI Deer creek.



rt appealed that, tor at least the 5th consecuttve year, the North
to Dee! cleek function€d as a bleedinq te.ritory

and fiay, but uithout successfur nesting
havtng occurred. I. 194{ throush las lreld by
an establlshed pai! of 1oons, both in bieettinq
stngte loon natntained it, a!d ras tvice observed apparentty
coultlnq an innature loon ( i. basic plunaqe ) . In 1933r

of a stng1e loon o! of a palr that
appeared to be tentatlve an.l possibly just forninq. sevelal lonq
obselvatlons of the pai! noted/ intersperse.l vith perj,ods of
ftshln9, brlef bouts of ci.clinq or briefly h€ld aqqressive
postu!es alternatin9 vtth periods of svinninq closely pa!al]e1 or
follovinq, sonevhat shallov ttiJinq, and rlequent hoots

Eefore 193?. in the rateished
In that yea. an lnnalule roon ras seen on ohly 2

loons vele seen
throughout the of rhlch vas arso p.esent all spltnq and
un<telv€rt a nolt of both feathels betveen Aplll 4 and

chlcks vere seen ln the vatelshed, ahd
te!!ito!ial behdvio! lere.bserved attet r4ay 6.

sunner loon survews - Beteeen June l anit Atrgust 5, 39 lakes !e!e
l shors the teqlons or sioups of lakes surveyed,

A total of 10 loons las observed at I of these lakes, as shorn tn
Table 2. Bull Run Lake and both the upper and Love! Reservolrs tn
the Bull Run {atershed had slghtlngs du!lng July (Tables r anal 2).

seen on flalao Lake tn the
crea! La*e (Reedsport). and Lake Edna

arso haal loon 6lqhttngs, ALI sunme! si9httngs ve!e of sthgre
I ve!e inndtures (in basic plunage vtlh i9hostr

neckband ) and ? 1n b!eeding plunaqe. Uo pairs, Juvenals, nests, o!
breedirq behavior !e!e obselved.

TabLe 3lists the lakes sulveyed, vith the Eurface areal
naxlnun ahd average depths, elevatlon. and the nunber of loons seen
du!Ing the sunne! surveys, Host loon sighttngs re.e on lakes of



several hundred acres, although 2 lakes vere several thou3and
acles, and one vas about 35 acres. Most lakes had a naxinum depth
of over 100 feet. except fo! one of unknovn
22 feet (vith an average depth of onty rr feet). Loon siqhti.95

erevations betveen 3 feet and 5.114 feet Ebove sea

lable 4 shovs several att!lbutes of the 1akes, .ated by their
confornance to published desc!tpt1on5 of roon nestiDq habitat.
Many lakes vith apparently approptlate habitat yielded no sightings
of loons tn 1933. Arthough loons vere seen vere
not all lated hishry in all they all dld have a rarge
prey base, at 1ea3t sone protected bays/ and infleqlent huhan use

a p.rtion. Five oI the seveh lakes vith loon siqhtinqs
nunictpal vaterEheds,

oth€r havlnq errensiwe narshes that vele
inaccesslbte to IrunanB.

No dlrect evid€nce Iloons are nestinq in oregon uas
obta!ned, e l ther

1n the sunner survey8 of othe! lake6.
€prins use of the natershed ras nostry by breedLng adulrs

restins/ feedinq, and appa!ent1y fornlns or bonding patrs that
vould hest in rnnature 100ns and at least 1 non-
bleedlng adult arso used the ratelshed as a sunner or spling and

Attenpted nesting tn 1933r aril use of the $atelshed
ror n€stinq in the future, cahnot be ruled out, The pe.sistent
pattern of use of the Uppe! Reservotr indicates both the
possibility that the sane ]ndtvldual loon or loo.s used the take
every yearr and the possibility that the take selves an tnportant

the early phases of the bleedins season, othe! Ia*es
tith rrequert sFrin9 Ioo! slghtlh9s should be nontto!ed ahd

Although lakes in sewe.at parts of the state appea! to hawe
suttable loon breedi.q habitat, no obseiwations re!e nade that
rourd indicate that successtul nesttnq occur!ed tn 1933. The fact



that the najority of our surveys too* place at the end of the
that failed early nesttng attenpts triqht hdve been

1oo. pairs did not lenain rogeth€r throush the
sunne!, rf po36lbre, late Bprins a.d ear!y sunne! v13its should be
ndde to the lales rith sunner loon siqhtings. several of the lakes
that had appropriate habitat but uhere no Loon6 vere seen also
should be checke'l

There appeared betreen sunner loon
areas of !est!lcted hunan acitvtty. The lrequebcy

of srnner sightinqs on nuntctpar vatersheils closed
is reniniscent of the telnv.ston ot Massachusetts by loons which
are nestinq at sevela1 lestrtcted use ratersheds (B1odgett and
Lyons, 1933). lales, the:e

for aditttlonal seasonal restrrcrions on vtsrto!3, or
fo! placenent nest plattorhs, lf failed nestinq

thouqhe to have vtll contlnue to
encourage the interest expressed, by tndlviduals f!on several
ag€.ciesr in nanaslns lakes to beneEit loons. contacts e3tablished
vith ftldlife bioloqists, bi!dvatchers, vilderness guards, and
nunlcrpar rster dlstrict p€lsonnel 1111 be naintatned,
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Tabl. 1. NUT.TBERSI

Fisures 1, 2, = loon tn breedins
innatule plunage, E E = pair of loons in breeding plunase. * =aqqlessiwe inteiac!1on see! at thatrocation. -- wlsited on that
novtnq fron 1 location to shoy! at borh.

:4/ I1

5/23

6/2I

7/L3

9/27

'-:

BULL RUN
LA(E



Table 2. SUMMER STCITTTNGS OF COlli4oN t-OONs
= ,tune 1 to Ausust 10.

Includee sightlngE repolted to the autho! by other

Mt. Hood Natlonal Folest

Bu11 Run ]Jove! Reselvolr

trillatrette llationar Folest

DeschuteE Natlonat Fo!est

19 31

1
1

1

udEqua Natlohar Forest and vicrhtty

south cent!al o!e9on coast

clear Lake {Reedsport )

south central oregon
Thonpson Reservoi!
Thospso. Reservoi!



Tabte 3. LOON = lake surface ln acres,
Haa, Depth = naxlhun depth ln feet. ave, Depth = average ttepth tn
feet, E1ev. = elevatton above sea level in feet. of Loons - nuDbe!
of loons se€n durinq sunner sulveys (,tune 1- A!9. 10).

t, Hood Natlonal

469

50?

22

25?

25

20?
.!3

135

49 59

4 651

5500

413 o

72

45

?

?
?

?
1
?

?

1

7

?

2

narn sprthge rndian

55

\27

16



5350

4112

5165

Three Elste!3 vlldernese alea and vrctoity
E10v Lake 55 23
Dolis La*e 69 95
Senoi Lake 15? 5?

30? 10?
cltff La*e 30?

2A? 1

zat 42
Penn Lake 21 5
corner IJake 30? 14

Porky Lake 30? 19

15? 13
Lons Lake 15? 9
Upper snov6hoe t . 30 3

rinopee Lake 97 42
Muskrat Lake
Nolth Teddy r,ake 30 23
south Teddy Ldke 1? 10

.?

2
?

?

?

?

rlaldo nlLderne6s area
trhig Lake 15
torrey Lake 65
Yahanna Lake 50
Harwey l,ake 22

Lover Eddeeleo L. 104
Round Lake 22
upper Eddeereo rr. 35?

Yaldo Lake wicinity
charlton i-ake
{a1do Lake
Bobby Lake
coLd r,ake 96
Upper uarilyn L, 23
Lover Marltyh i,. 22

De6chutes Nattonal Forest
Todd r,ake
Elk Lake 405

193
359

Li I l1e r,ava Lake r33

13
16

25

41

25

62

?
5

?

?

35
123

14
I2

?

27



11

11

13

?

south central coastal region
(Florence )

$oahink Lake

Tahkenitch La*e l5?4
Th!ee!11e Lake 53

(Reedspo!t) 310
L.ke Edna

11

1



fable 4. PHYSICAL IND BIOTiC ATTRIBUTES OF OREGox LAxEs SURVEYED.
HMTAT. Lake shaoe: 1=ts1and5,penlnEulas, p.otected bays, 2=6ha1t protected baysr 3=.ound

outline. shote slobe: r=9ent1e. beach or narsh. 2=noderate s1ope,
3=steeF bank or rocks, Enerd. veq. (energent veqerarion): 1=
extenstve open nazshr 2=snaIl nalshes alons shole. 3=no energents.

hunbers of f16h and invertebrates, 3=no fish, fev tnverteb.ares.
Hunan Use: 1=i!regular, Infrequent visttsr 2=at Ieast veek!yvtstts, pa!ts of shore inaccesslble, 3=daily Eunne!
1ake. Loon Nest. poten. (roon nestinq potential): Htqh=!ecent toon
B:qhLinds, appropri-L- \dDicat condtrio; o. inprovene;L opporLuniLy,
iroa,-noderately approprlare habirar condttron"

Mt. tlood National Forest
3

ola11ie l,akes scenle

$a!n spilnqs I nd ian

1
1

I

2
I
I

2
2
1

2
2

1

1
I
1
1

3
2

3

I

2

2

2
3

2
2
1

2
2

2

1

3

3

1
1
1
1
1

1

2

2

2
2

1
1

1

I



2

1
2

1

3

1

t-2
1

I

2

I
I
1

1
1

1
1

1

2
?

2

I
2
2

1

2
2

1
1
1
2

1
2

1

1

2

I

1

2
I

2-3
2

2
3

2
2
2

{ardo $ilde!ness Area

ealdo Lake vtc t nl ty

t2
72
22

72
r1
11
11
t2

22

11

L2
11
I2
12
22
22

2
2

1

1
2

2
2
2
2
3
2
2
2

2
3
2



naldo Lake vicinity cort.
IJove! l4arilyn L. 1

1
2
1
2

Deschutes National

9outh-central coastal

1

1
1
1
1
1

I
1

1

I

1
1

I

1

I
1

1
1

1

1
1

I

L

I

1
3

3

I
I



JUL\ 25, 26,
aucusT 5, 1933

the best habitat fo! connon Loons (cavia inner) or
vl6lted on the !ese.v:ti.!, because of the larqe

cohbination of deep vat€r and shallov malqin vith
The latEer includes a fev pohd lilies, uhich

potehtial For cdvity and na!sh nestirq ducks,
!ncludinq Rinq-necked Ducks lnythya collaris), Parr

cornorant (phataciocorax aur t tus )

lla11ard (Anas platyrhynchos)
Rough-skinned Nevt (Ta!icha qranulosa) - several

Trout Lake
May be too sn:ll fo! loons to nest. even thaugh the revel of huran
use is Ior, The hnbltat 1s excellent, vlth qood re€d antl sed'l€

a variety of vate!
associated sFecies of bi!ds, anphibians, and nannals. sone qood

sonqbirds. cood sna'ts antl hice
f€nare yith 3 nearly grovn duckltngs

Ba!roris Goldeneye (Aucephala islandica) - I feaale
Grert Blue He!oh (Ardea herodias) 1

(rhJ"Lu'- vd xil -bodL 6

(selasphorus rufus) - L fenare
l{rnsrisher (Ceryle alcyo!) 1

Fileate.l $oodpecke! (Dryocopus plleatus) 1 nea!by
McCitlivray's varbler (oporo.nis torniei) 1 ndle

lHyla resilla) - seve! a r

rslard Lake
May be too sharlov for loons to nest, The besr ard nosr varied



habitat foi lakes vtstted on rhe
Island, falrly extens:ve narshr a.unber of snaqs,

qood waterfoul nest sites. rlso larse brushy area fo.
trarblers and sonsbirds. shouLd

Mall,ard - 3 fenales €ach rrth at reast 1 duck!1n9
Bar.ov's Goldeneye - 2 fenales. l vtth 3 duckLings
Eufflehead (Bucephala albeoLa) - 1 fehare
Red tailed Havk lButeo lanalcehsisl I
spotted sandptper (actitis nacula.ia) - sev€!a1 including imnatures

song spa!rot (Melospiza nelodia) seve!ar

Not nuch narsh habltat Ior loons or duchs to use for.estinq o!

some b!J5hy "'-"- to ' ipd.,d songbirds,
Matla.d l lenale
Ring-btrred cu11 (Larus delava!eDsis) I imnature
Leuis' t{oodpeck€r (Melanerpes tevls) - group of 4 nearby
Hountain Bluebt!d (siaria currucoides ) - at reast 1 nearby

t,ono Lake (assistant surveyed for loohs, no othe! nores o! species

Too snall and shallov for loons, but gteat habitat foi other !ate!
assoclated birds. H.s sna!l narsh and island rocks
B:rrov's coldeneye - l fenale
Hooded M€rqanser (Lophodytes cucurratus) 2 fenate or inmature
spotted Sandpipe! - several ihcludinq I chicks

Probably too snall fo! loons, brt sone sood snaqs for cavihy
nestlng ducks/ tiny nalshes, and brush around parr of shole fo!



Plobably too sna1l Ior loans, but sone 5naqs fo! cavlty nesters ald

prka (oehotona prlnceps) 11n talus at edge

Probably has too nuch hunan use fo! loons to use the lake for
nestinq, although the band of nalsh arourd nuch of the perlnete! is
qredt habitat fo! loon cbicks, and arso for ducks and other ndrsh

sndqs,o' cdvi y nes!jn9 ducks

Barrov's cordeney€ - 7 tenale or i natule

Too sha11 and shallor lor loons. cleat son€ ducks,
and good brushy nalgln for riparidn songbirds.
Rouqh skinned Nert - seve.al

Too snaLl and shallov for Loons. Excelleht sedqe and pond 1i1y
narsh for ducks ana asphibinns, and good brushy narqin fo! !iparian

but sood lo.finq Lo9s for ducks. sone
nostry too snatL fo. ducks. snarl

Three toed I{oodpecker (Picoides t!idactylus)

Plobably too snall tor 1oohs, rocky rtth no narsh,



vhich nay linit inveztehlales as vell as cover. and thereby leduce
potential for Nice rocks for loaflng.
lartor,sGoLdeneye 1 l€na1e

Ei9 enough Ior Ioons, rlth nest sites available around sho!€
F!otected by ovelhangtnq brush, but no narsh for younq loons, and

lack ol narsh nay Ilnit nunbers of inweltebrates and small fish
available for other ,aterforl a6 vell,
Mal1ald l fenare

Probably too snall fo! loonsr for smarr roons or snalL
f Ish and tnvertebrates.

fenale lith s€vera1 sndLI ducklthg6 in hearby pond

Ballov's Gold€neye - 1 fenal€


